562

5. In these circumstances, the only alterna-
tive will be to seek some co-operative arrange-
ment with the Commonwealth authorities.

The member for York mentioned a moment .

ago that no protest had induced them to
adopt any attitude of consideration.

Mr. Mann: Nor even commonsense.

The PREMIEK: The Commonswealth
Government has, in the last five years, ex-
pressed itself as partieularly interested in
this problem in a national sense. It has
been discussed at meetings of the Agricul-
tural Couneil and at Premiers’ Conferences,
and I am hoping, as I have no reason to
doubt the Solicitor General’s point of view,
that we may achieve the assistance which
the Commonwealth has refused to give us
in the past despite strenuons protests, and
that we may achieve it somehow by co-
operation and instructions from one Com-
monwealth department to another.

I feel, without labouring this subject any
further, that if we ean arouse public sen-
timent upon this very vital problem so that
no person can be expected deliberately to
threaten the existence of his own property
or neighbhouring properties, we can at this
stage in Western Australia do much to
avoid the sad experiences of other parts of
the world.

Mr. McDonald: Would it not be conveni-
ent to include in this Bill measures against
the encroachment of salt in agrienltural
lands?

The PREMIER: I think salt is a very
different problem. It is a menace in many
areas, again because of the raising of the
water table by the destruction of timber,
but this is something that I think must be
treated separately. In faet it is being
treated separately, and it is being freated
snccessfully by the research officers of the
Department of Agriculture. Research has
been undertaken in eertain distriets, and
methods are being evolved which are show-
ing great promise respecting the control of
salt in many of our valuable lands,

Mr. Perking: Where are those areas, io
the Sonth-West or in the eastern distriets?

The PREMIER: In the eastern areas,
and in the northern areas from Northamp-
ton to Mullewa where salt is very prevalent
in places. T feel that unless the incidence
of crosion is chegked, we might have a repe-
tition of the experiences of other countries.
Although this Bill may be considered to
be, in some respects, in advance of the needs
of today, I think it will be found to include
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ull the requirements for controlling the men-
ace, fairly and reasonably, by the farmers
in co-operation with the Government, and
that it will meet the necessities of today
and tomorrow. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motlon by Mr. Watts, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 2.22 p.m,

Tiegislative Coyoncil.
Tuesday, 11th September, 1945,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pm., and read prayers.

RESOLUTION—THE WAR.
Message from the Prime Minister,

The PRESIDENT: 1 have received the
following letter, dated the 29th August,
1945:—

I desire to acknowledge the receipt of your
telegram of the 24th August, conveying the
terms of a resolution passed by the Legislative
Countil of Western Australia, expressing the
thanks of the people of Western Australia to
the fighting men of Australia and appreciation
of the services of those men and women who
asgisted them in the various theatres of war,

I am forwarding copy of the resolution to
appropriate Commonwealth Ministers.

Yours faithfully,
JOAN J. DEDMAN (for Prime Minister).

QUESTIONS.
TRAM ACCIDENTS.
As to Losses, Compensation, Ete,

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS asked the Chief
Secretary:

1, Regarding the tram accident which oc-
eurred in Beaufort-street on the 19th July,
1944, in which 12 people were injured—

(a} What was the nature of the re-
spective injuries?
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{(b) What was the amount of com-
pensation paid, individually, to those
injured?

' (¢} What other expenses (medical,
etc.} were paid?

(d) How long were the tram ser-
vices held up owing to the suspension
of the motorman concerned?

(¢) What was the loss to the depart-
ment in takings during the holdup?

() What was the loss in wages to
employees?

2, What bhas been the tota] cost to the
department of accidents for the years ended
the 30th June, 1944 and 1945, respectively,
owing to the negligence of—

(a) employees;

(b) the publie;

{c) how many employees, if any,
were penalised owing to such accidents?

(d) What was the nature of the pen-
alties imposed?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
1, (a) and (b)—

Name of injured Nature of Injurics. Amount
person. paid.
£ a.d.
Tullp, H H. ... Injored left knee 10 5 9
Buhrer, C. ... Injured left knce *78 610
l’erklus. Mlus W. Shock .. a 26
Staple, W. T. ... Injured f‘m fiha and 19 4 0
shock
“Treloar, J. . Severe laceratlons head 4 40
and face
Diinsdale, C, . Injury to ears tesulting 20 0 0
n denfiess
O'Donoghue, A. Crushed leg necessitating 1,050 0 0
amputation
Nelson, D. 8. ... Injured foot 7 6
Gillett, Mre. D. S. Mu}::lp:‘e In]urios and 39 18 7
shot
Colreavy, 1. . Multi le Injuries, shock, 187 7 0
fractured ankle
Mills, J. . cht.ured right leg, In- 230 10 ©
jured left ankle, lacer-
ated left hand ond
shock
Reldy, H. T, ... Injured foolb resultlng in 155 8 1
amputatlon of toe, and
shock
Durwood, J. ... Broken left ankle, shock 150 ¢ ©
Andemon Mrs. V. Broken right leg, broken t
left. forearm, multiple
Injuries and shock
Thomas, K. W. Extensive Injuries hoth 1
ankles and shock
Law, Mlss P. ... Injury to back and right t
forearm and shock
Richardson, Mr. Injured back and shock. t
Learmonth Injury to rtight atm
and nnkle and shock
Total amount alrendy pald In claims ... £1,960 14 3

* Partia]l payment only. t Not finallsed but notl.
" fication of Lnbent to claim received and heavy claims an-
ticipated.

(e) £205, inecluding cost of repairs
to tramears.

{d) Four days.

(e) £6,700 (approximately).

(f) £1,958.

563

2, (a) 1944, £3,608; 1945, £4,405.

(b) Nil—where public negligence is
proved, cost is, in practieally all in-
stances, recovered from the person or
persons concerned.

(e) Information not available 1944;
1945, 15.

(d) 1944, not available; 1945, dis-
missed 2, fined and lost time whilst un-
der suspension 3, warned and lost time
1, warned 8, lost seniority 1.

POWER HOUSE FURNACES.

As to Adaptation for Oil Fuel.

Hon. W. J. MANN asked the Chief Sec-
retary:

1, Are the doors of the hoiler furmaces
at the Bast Perth Electric Power House so
constructed as to make them adaptable to
the consumption of oil fuel at very short
notice?

2, Is it proposed to instal daors of a
similar design at the proposed eleetric power
house at Fremantle?

3, Is it correct that the Government is in-
stituting inquiries with a view to the pur-
chase of large supplies of liguid fuel?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:

1, No.

2, All such matters will be thoroughly in-
vestigated prior to any decision by the Gov-
ernment.

3, _No.

BILL—MINES REGULATION ACT
AMENDMENT,.

Received from the Assemnbly and read a
first time.

MOTION—RT. HON. WINSTON
CHURCHILL.

Tribute to Leadership.

HON. J. G. HISLOP (Metropelitan)
(443]: I move—

That this House desires io convey to the
Right Honourable Winston Churchill its sineere
appreciation of his leadership of the British
Nation during its long struggle against ag-
gression, and expresses to him its gratitude for
the example which he has shown to every eiti-
zen of the British Empire, and, in fact, of the
world, by his continued courage through ad-
versity, by his dogged pertinacity through that
struggle and his grim determinatien to main-
tain freedom ns a prerogative of all indivi-
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duals. This House requests the President to
convey this message to the Right Honourahle
Winston Churchill, P.C.,, C.H., M.P.

It was a turning point in the history of
our race when one afterncon whilst return-
ing from golf, Winston Churchill readily
consented to go to the Admiralty when the
Prime Minister, Mr. Asquith, made him
the offer. For it was he who, having
viewed with alarm the mass of German
military might and the continned growth
of the German Navy and the appearance of
one Dreadnought after another, defied his
opponents and laid down two keels to
every German one; it was he who gave the
order moving the Grand Fleet from iis
Channel exercises to ifs battle stations in
Scotland; and thus it was he who was
responsible for having that fleet at sea
when Germany launched aggression in
1914,

Cecil Rhodes firmly helieved that when
God wanted a task performed he called
for an Englishman. Here was the man,
whose very training in life had heen or-
dered by no mere cirenmstance. Service
to the nation had been 2 life-long task to
Churchill who, 2t 20 years of age, received
his commission in the 4th Hussars. He had
served in Kipling’s India and, though =
war correspondent, was mentioned in dis-
patches.  Then eame the Sudan, under
Kitchener, moving to end the Mahdi ty-
ranay and avenge Gordon. This was fol-
lowed by service in South Africa, first as
a war correspondent and later, after his
escape from captivity, in the Light Horse.
Then, on his return to England, his elec-
fion to the Honse of Commons followed
a triumphal election campaign.

This man, born fo be our leader during
the Empire’s darkest but greatest hour,
has held almost every office, has known
political defeat, has drunk the dregs of
political demotion; but never for one
moment has he allowed his love of England
to fade. Nor has he hesitated to warn his
countrymen of the fate that, he could see,
lay ahead—not even when it was against
his personal interest! In the days and
years that followed the first world war
he remained for long periods out of office,
but, following his own advice, he had used
the period “in the wilderness” as a test-
ing time. XNever once did he relax his
vigil.

[COUNCIL.]

In his early life at Bangalore, the many
hours he spent in reading laid the founda.
tion of the work of this period during
which he wrote bis masterpiece, the vin-
dication of his ancestor, Marlborough.
Strangely, too, this study of military tae-
tics was not to be wasted and was to give
him that knowledge of English history so
necessary in a leader of a nation. No mere
coincidence was it that this great man was
to know—as did Pitt—that England fought
best when fighling alone, No mere coin-
cidence was it that our great Leader shounld
have been steeped in the tradition of Eng-
land through his father, and have had a
mother born of that great nation of Eng-
lish-speaking people—America—whieh came
to our aid. That it did@ so was due in no
small measure to the efforts of Mr.
Churchill.

But it is paradoxical that he who knew
we fought best alone, though he pleaded
with our leaders of the day in the {erms,
‘T pray God that when that day comes we
may not find that throngh unwise policy
we are left to make that stand alone,”’
should be the one chosen, no doubt by the
Higher Power, to lead the nation when if
did stand alone. And now he has fulfilled his
task. May he remain long among us to see
the fruits of his leadership and the nation’s
victory; and may those who are now to lead
us, be given the strength to win the peace to
which we have been so ably. and so eour-
ageously led.

HON. SIR HAL COLEBATCH (Metro-
politan) [4.48]: As one who was privileged
on many occasions to meet and to listen to
Mr. Churchill, I have great pleasure in
seconding this motion. There are only two
things I wish fo add to the remarks of Dr.
Hislop. The frst is this: I think there is a
lesson, not only for ns but for all democra-
eies, in Mr. Charchill’s leadership during the
war. I left England only a few months be-
fore war was declared, and at that time
meetings of the Conservative Party in the
Epping Division, for whick Mr. Churchill
sat in the House of Commons, were being
held almost weekly for the purpose of de-
nouncing him, demanding his resignation and
insisting that he should be expelled from
the party.

At the same time, the Labour Party,
with equal vehemence, was denouncing 8ir
Stafford Cripps and did, in faet, dismiss him
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from the party. It is a fact worth keeping
in mind that had an election heen held six
months before the war started, both these
men, probably the two finest minds in
British polities, would have been driven from
office—unless they had been able {o win seats
as Independents, in opposition to their par-
ties’ wishes. We must bear that very firmly
in mind as an indication of the dangers that
may spring from party dominance, particu-
larly if carried to extremes.

The other remark I wish to make is that I
do not think sufficient credit has ever heen
given to Mr. Churchill for -his performances
before this war. I think it was towards the
end of 1924 that Brigadier-General Morgan,
who at that time ocerpied a very responsihle
position in the British Army of Oeccupation
at Cologne, drew attention, in a number of
artieles written for the British Press, to the
fact that alveady—this was BY% years before
Hitler came into power—the Germans were
re-arming. He urged that the Army of
Ocenpation should not be withdrawn from
Cologne until that matter had been fully in-
vestigated. Unfortunately that step was not
taken. But from that date onwards Winston
Churchill, following the lead of another re-
markable man, the late Lord Roberis, con-
stantly urged England to prepare.

As Dr. Hislop has said, it was Winston
Churchill’s doings in the year or two that
preceded World War 1 that led to the
strengthening of the British Navy; it was
his doings that the Navy was mobilised in
time. More than one historian has declared
that World War 1 was won for Brifain
before the first shot was fired, because
Winston Churchill had mobilised the British
Fleet.
said, fo alter but slightly one of bis own
famous phrases—never before in the his-
tory of the world have so many people and
s0 many nations owed so much te one man.

THE OHIEFT SECRETARY {(Hon. W.
H. Kitson—West) [448]: I feel sure the
motion will receive the support of every
member of this Chamber. I would like very
briefly to endorse the remarks of Dr. Hislop
and Sir Hal Colebatch. It is a remarkable
fact in the history of the British Empire
that whenever the nation has passed through
a very serions erisis it always seemed to
produce at the right moment the right man
in order to unify the people of the Empire.
It can be rightly said of the British nation

I think that of him it may well be’

- improve

565

that in My, Winston Churchill we had pos-
sibly the only man at that time who was
capable of galvanising the people of the
Empire into one united foree, whieh enabled
vietory to he achieved. We can say the same
thing with regard to Australia in its recent
history. .

It was a very fine tribute to Mr, Winstou
Churchill that his svecessor as Prime Min-
ister of England, Mr. Atlee, publicly paid
a tribute to the wonderful work performed
by his predecessor on hehalf of the Empire.
On more than one occasion since he has
nssumed the office of Prime Minister, Mr-
Atlee has repeated that statement and paid
further fine tribntes indeed to Mr. Winstom
Churchill, giving to him the eredit which was.
his due for the very magnificent effort he
put forward on behalf of us all. We should
be grateful that it has been possible for the
Empire to have produced in its most critical-
hour a man soch as Winston Churehill
proved himself to he.

Question put and passed; the motion
agreed to.

MOTION—TRANS. RAILWAY,
EALGQORLIE-FREMANTLE SECTION.

To Inquire by Select Committee.

HON. A. THOMSON (South-East)
[4.55): I move—

That a Select Committee of five members be
appointed to inquire into and report upon—

{a) Whether conditions in the posi-war
period, incleding modern transport facilities by
air, sea and road, will warrant the construe-
tion of a railway of the 4ft. 8%in. gauge from
EKalgoorlie te the metropolitan area.

(b) If such comstruction is warranted, what
route should this State recommend to the
Commonwealth Government so as hest to make’
use of the development value of tbe line and
transport facilities and minimise
traffic ¢ongestion. :
On the 28th November, 1944, in this Cham-:
her I moved a motion similarly worded to-
that which I now place before members.
Unfortunately, it was one of the slaughtered
innoeents at the end of last session. T had
hoped to secure the appointment of a Select
Committee that could have been converted
into an Honorary Royal Commission which
eould have submitted its report before Sir
Harold Clapp had prepared his for presen-
tation to the Commonwealth Government.
Since his report has been submitted events
have moved very fast, and it wounld appear
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that Western Australia is to be stampeded
into aceepting Sir Harold’s scheme without
this Parliament being given an opportunity
to consider whether it is in the interests
of this State that a uniform railway gaunge
shall be regarded as so urgent or shall rank
equally in priority with housing and water
supplics, or whether it should be adopted
at all.

In my opinion, in the interests of
Western Australia and its future develop-
ment the expenditure of any large sum of
money should be closely examined by Par-
liament which alone should decide how pub-
lic works should rank in priority, and Par-
liament should approve for adoption only
such schemes as would ultimately provide
the State with permanent employment and
increased production. [ am very pleased
to see that in another place a motion has
been submitted asking for the appointment
of a joint public works committee to ex-
amine all public expenditure involving
sums of more than £50000. I hope very
sincerely that the motion will be agreed lv
and that the Government will give due con-
sideration to effectuating the proposal. In
support of my point of view, may I refer
to the Sputh Fremantle power scheme, To
me it seems almost incomprehensible that
we should have had an advisory commitice
traversing the whole of the south-western
portion of Western Australia, apparently
antieipating the transmission of electrie
current as far as Albany, Narrogin, Katan-
ning and other outlying distriets,

It appears to me regarding the scheme that
is envisaged and effect to which is apparently
to be given, if we had a publie works com-
wmittee, as I have urged on so many occa-
sions, an important undertaking such as
this would not have been decided upon by
the Government without Parliament snd the
standing public works committee having had
4an opportunity to go into the matter. It
seems reasonable to say that if a power
scheme could be inaugurated at Collie from
which electricity eonld bhe transmiited to
Albany and other portions of the South-
West, there is no reason why there should
also be established the scheme for South
Fremantle, which has heen outlined in con-
formity with what is apparently the policy
of the Government. I cite that instance to
back up the opinion I have so frequently
expressed during the last 30 odd years I
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have been a member of Parliament, namely,

that Parliament really should contrel the
finances.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Hear, hear!

Hon. A. THOMSON: On the 6th June,
1945, the following appeared in “The West
Australian” :—

On his return from the conferenee held in
Caunberra to discuss the uniform railway gauge
proposals as ontlined in Sir Harold Clapp’s
report, the Minister for Railways (Mr. E.
Nulsen) said today that all States were in
agreement that a uniform gauge was most de-
sirable, especially from a defence angle, and
that generally the scheme contained in the

report offered no insuperable techmical prob-
lems.

Mr, Nulsen was accompanied by the Com-
missioner for Railways (Mr. J. A. Ellis). the
Chief Civil Engineer (Mr. S. Hood) and the
Secretary for Railways (Mr. C. Reymond).
The people of Western Australia naturally
expect that, when a Minister of the Crown
takes three of his most responsible officers
with him fo such an important conference,
on his return he will make a statement ex-
pressing his views as to whether he considers
the extension of the uniform gauge would
be beneficial or otherwise to the State or to
the department over which he exercises con-
trol. Because of the conspiracy of silence
on the part of the Government I wondered
whether this State was commitied to the
Clapp scheme. It was only on the 22nd
Angust, 1945, that the present Premier
(Hon. F. J. 8. Wise) indicated at the Pre.
miers’ Conference that the State Govern-
ment had, in effeet, committed Western Auns-
tralia to the Clapp scheme.

Members of Parliament so far have had
to rely entirely upon the Press for the in-
formation contained in Sir Harold Clapp's
report. When we consider the tons of litera-
ture that flooded Australia on the oceasion
of the last Referendum—Iliterature issued by
the Commonwealth Government—and the
Press propaganda now going on in connec-
tion with Sir Harold Clapp’s visit fo this
State, one would think that such an im-
portant document as the report would have
been handed to every member of Parliament
for his eonsidered judgment, more especially
as it is understood that the Western Aus-
tralian section of the scheme will cost ap-
proximately £9,000,000. All that the mem-
bers of this Chamber have to go upon is
the statement that appeared in “The West
Australian” on the 15th June, 1945. The
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headings of that statement were “Standard
Gaunge,” “Fremantle-Kalgoorlie Railway,”
and the letterpress was as follows:—

The plan to build a standard gauge railway
from Kalgoorlie to Fremantle has reached an
advanced stage. Work on preparing working
surveys will begin within the next few weeks,
and constructional plans will be recady within
12 or 18 months. A completely new line will
be built from Northam to Guildford via the
Avon Valley and Teodyay and provide Tood-
yay with-a main line connection to Perth.

The cost of the conversion and construction
is £8,000,000, and it is part of the wider con-
eeption of complete standardisation of all rail-
ways in Western Australia to 4ft. 8%in, The
cost of the eomplete scheme has not yet been
estimated.

When the 4ft, 84in. line has been completed
the Merredin-Coolgardie section of the 3ft. 6in.
gauge will be eliminated, though there is a
probability of a third rail to maintain a ser-
vicing connection with the Esperance and Laver-
ton lines. Frem Merredin to Northam, and
from Coolgardie to Kalgoorlic the new lins
will run parallel with the existing line.

It secems that the State Government has
handed over the control of Western Aus-
tralia to the Commonwealth Government, so
fer as its future railway policy is concerned,
without giving the representatives of the
people an opportunity to diseuss the scheme
which ultimately means scrapping the whole
of our railway system, I am not prepared
to say that Sir Harold Clapp’s repert and
scheme are the best for this State or that
it s right for ns to carry out the proposals.

Until this Parliament has had an oppor-
tunity to obtain expert advice by means of
such & committee as I suggest, to collect
evidence from experts on advanced methods
of transport by sea, air and land, to epable
this House and the taxpayers fo come fo a
decision as to whether the elimination of
the 3ft. 6in. gauge is warranted in the in.
terests of Western Ausiralia and of Aus-
tralia, I am not prepared to agree to any of
the proposals. It was only on the 22nd
Avuvgust, 1945, that we became officially aware
of the intentions of the State Government
regarding this most important snbject. At
the Premiers’ Conference the present Premier
was reported to have made the following
statement :—

This was a matter involving huge expenditure
and it was essential that the right decisions
should be made. There appeared to be four
matters causing concern whieh required deter-
mination before the proposals could proceed.
The first was the question of agreement with
the prineiple of standardisation of railway
gauge, and it seemed from the discussion that
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the conference was unanimous that thie wae
desirable. 8o far as Western Australia was
concerned, he supported the principle without
qualification and in fact the Government had
already approved of undertaking the survey,
with its own staff, of portion of the proposed
route between Kalgoorlie and Perth.

‘“The third question,’’ said the Premier,
fwas that of the route recommended in the
report. In this eonnection Western Australia
wag not greatly affected as there was no alter-
native but to follow the existing Kalgoorlie to
Perth route for most of the way. The subject
of routes, where it was in dispute, could be
disenssed by the parties affected. ‘‘The real
difficulty,’” he said, ‘‘was in connection with
the fourth question—that of the alloeation of
¢osts as between the Commonwealth and the
States. So far as Western Aaustralia was con-
cerned the adoption of the first section of the
report involved merely a duplication of the
existing Kalgootlie to Perth line. Even full
standardisation, ultimately intended, would
mean very littie new development to Western
Australia and very little additional revenue to
the railways. In faet, during the operation of
the first section, the railways apart from the
eapital cost, would be faeed with the added
running cost of the duplicated line.’-

Thus we find that the Premier of Western
Auvstralia, which means the Cabinet of
Western Australia, has definitely pledged
himself to the present proposal and has
stated that there is no alternative. Cabi-
net has also agreed that ultimately this
means the standardisation of all ouvr
railways. I take exception to that because
our ratlways have rendered very execllent
service. Whether the proposals are go-
ing to be of bhenefit to us by reason of
the expenditure of a large amount of
money even for portion of the route, is a
¢uestion which should be carefully consid-
ered. Y agree that we shonld know to
what the State i3 committed so far a=
expenditure is concerned, and whether we
are committing ourselves also to the wulti-
mate scrapping of the present railway sys-
tem.

Aceording to the Press the State Gov-
ernment has already agreed to the survey
which will cost £80,000, withont consult-
ing Parliament. It seems to me that Cabi-
net is somewhat inconsistent. The Premier
has stated that we must know what we are
committed to by way of expenditure, but
at the same time he has agreed to the route
being surveyed and to paying for the sur-
vey and has also stated that no alternative
route is available. I hope this House will
in no uncertain way indieate that it is for
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Parliament to decide suech an important
issue and not Cabinet. The route is vitally
important fo the well-being of Western
Australia,

I understand that at one stage a route
was surveyed leaving Merredin, passing
through Yorkrakine, linking up with the
Goomalling-Northam line, and branching
off to Toodyay. This route would, in fact,
have taken the place of the Yarramony-
eastward extension, which was passed
many years ago, and represented one of
the many hroken promises to the early set-
tlers of those districts. Even that would
have been a departure from the early sur-
vey and warranted a full inquiry, as to
why Sir Harold recommended the altered
route. On the 28th August, 1945, the fol-
lowing appeared in the Press:—

New Rail Route.
Perth-Northam Section.
Sir Harold Clapp’s Inspection.

The Commonwealth Director-General of Land
Transport (Sir Harold Clapp) yesterday in-
spected portion of the proposed new route of
the standard gauge railway between Perth and
Northam via Toodyay. Sir Harold was accom-
panied by the Commissioner for Railways (Mr,
J. A. Ellis), the Chief Civil Engineer (Mr. 8.
J. Hood), the assistant Chief Civil Engineer
(Mr. W. A, McCullough), and Sir Hareld’s
technieal assistant (Mr, L. B. Curnow). When
travelling along the Avon valley their car be-
came badly bogged in an area where flood
waters had recently subsided and the party
was delayed for mearly two hours. Today Sir
Harold will address a combined meeting of the
Chambers of Commerce and Manufactures at
the Lady Onslow Hall, Karrakatta Club. Te-
‘morrow afternoon Sir Harold with the Com-
missioner and other W.A. railway officers will
ingpect the metropolitan section of the pro-
posed new line.

We find that Sir Harcld Clapp recom-
mended & route to which there are indi-
~cations that the Government has agreed.
"The present State Government has been in
power so long that it has in fact become
autocratic and contemptuous of the people’s
vights in this Parliament. I eannot do
better than refer to a statement that ap-
peared in the Press and was attributed to
s member of another place, a supporter of
the Government. He was seeking to bring
about the abolition of this House and said
it was not necessary, because Cabinet de-
eided what should be done without consult-
ing Parliament. That seems fo be the posi-
tion we have arrived at today, and it is
time this FHouse should intimate to the Gov-
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ernment that it intends to preserve the
rights and privileges of the people by in-
sisting that Parliament shal] elosely serutin-
ise the expenditure of large sums of money
and that schemes involving increased taxza-
tion shall not be started without a proper
and close examination,

Transport is the life of trade. Our rail-
ways have helped to open up and develop
our vacant lands; but unfortunately there
has been a lack of properly eco-ordinated
planning in their construetion. There is in
existence the Transport Board, which was
hrought into being to prevent motor trans-
port from competing with Government rail-
ways. Today, however, responsible rail-
way officers realise that if they wish
to retain the goodwill and eonfidence of the
public they must provide motor road trans-
port to shorten the tedious railway journeys
that our system compels the public to make.
This was amply demonstrated when, as a
vesult of the persistent urging of Mr. Roche,
the department very reluctantly established
the Perth-Kojonup bus system, which has
provided a popular and most convenient
service for all the residents on the route,
and which has proved to be a most profit-
able invesiment for the Railway Depart-
menk.

Modern motor transport promises to lead
tv a revolution in the methods of travelling
and shifting of freight. My motion alse
deals with air transport. Ten years ago
only an expert could visualise the advance
made in this method of trave]l and ecarriage
of freight. Sir Harold Clapp visunalises
trains travelling at an average speed of 50
miles per hour; but we know that today
planes are travelling at 350 miles an hour
and that the AN.A. lines are providing
quick transport from Sydney to Perth. It
is now possible to leave Sydney in the morn-
ing and breakfast the next day in Perth.
In America, long before the war, airliners
were providing sleeping accommodation
and other comforts for the travelling pub-
lic. They were carrying up to 70 passen-
gers at a time, day and night. Their routes
are charted and the planes have flving
beams to follow.  During the war great
loads of human beings and freight were
carried. It is also reported from OGreat
Britain that air freights as low as 1s. per
ton are visualised.
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A statement has appeared in the Press
that Dr. Evatt, Minister for BExternal
Affairs, reached London from Australia in
63 hours. Even members of the Govern-
ment that advoeates a unification of railway
gauges are not altogether satisfied with rail-
way transport. In “The West Australian”
of the 21st July appeared the following:—

Canberra, July 20.—A proposal for the in-
troduetion of a system of fortnightly air
transport between Canberra’ and the distant
Btates for members of the Federal Parliament
resident in those States is to be brought up
for discussion at the next meeting of the
Labour Caucus.

I do not propose to quote the whole of the
exiract but will confine my attention to the
following :—

Members consider it very important to visit

different parts of their electorates and to keep
in toueh with the eleetors. Many attach im-
portance to home life and consider that mem-
bers of Parliament are entitled to a fair share
of it. This i3 one of the reasons behind the
move for imereased air travel facilities for
members living at the longer distances from
the seat of government, . . . The return flight
from Canherra to Perth by air costs nearly
4£50. The journey by rail between Perth and
Canberra takes about five days. The journey
by air-liner takes about 14 hours.
S0 we find that members of the Common-
wealth Governmenl, which is so insistent
on the vital need of unifying the railways
of Australia, are dissatisfied with, the trains
and are seeking the privilege of travelling
by air. Day after day, in looking through
our newspapers, we find that men arc going
to tha Eastern States as delegates to various
conferences and that 90 per cent. of them
travel by air. We find that advocates of
unification of gauges deplore the train
journeys that have to be made and seek the
richt to travel hy air. We ean realise
that there are thousands of other people,
besides members of Parliament, who feel
exactly the same way and do not want to
face long, wearisome train jonrneys.

The appointment of a Select Committes
appears toe he justified. It could eollect
evidence as to whether the future of air
transport justifies Western Awustralia in-
curring additional financial responsibility
for any of the cost of extending the 4ft.
8l%in, gauge when the 3ft. Gin. gauge amply
provides for all the transport needs of the
people residing within the areas of the
proposed route. Let us ask ourselves whether
railways ean compete against scaborne traffic,
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T feel sure that every member must agree
that they have not been able to do so in the
past. Our average trainload is about 300
tons. Modern ships eater for refrigeration
and large numbers of passengers. They
easily carry 6,000 or more tons—certainly
20 times as much as any train carries. They
can travel up to 30 miles an hour and with
modern fecilities can unload very quickly.
The distance from Brisbane to Perth by
boat is not & great deal longer than that by
train.

What hope would the railways have of
eompeting with modern ships in the trans-
port of goods? Sir Harold Clapp poinied
out that we will be able to transport perish-
able goods much more quickly by train im
the future, but let members compare the time
that would be taken by acroplanes! It is
quife possible that where a train would take
five days to tramsport perishable products
from one place to another, an acroplane
would require only one day in which to
make the journey. A Select Committee could
compare the possible freight and the passen-
ger revenue from the two forms of transport
and come to a decision as to whether Western
Auysiralin wonld be justified in expending
£9,000,000 on an extension of the 4ft. 8V4in.
gauge,

Let us assume that we have to consider an
extension of that gauge along the present
route. The distanee from Fremantle to Kal-
goorlie is 392 miles. Aeccording to the last
report of the Commissioner of Railways, the
average cost is £6,095 per mile. This is
approximately £2,389,240 on to the cost to
the Railway Department. The interest an-
nually costs about £100,000, and if we
scrapped our 3ft. 6in. line we would still
have to find that annual interest payment. In
“The West Australian” of the 15th June
appenrs the following:—

The method of financing the new line has

not yet been decided, and this problem is
one which it is hoped to decide at the Pre-

- miers’ Conference. The main contention, from

the Western Australian point of view, is that
the ‘conversion can be justified only by the
needs of defence. From an operational point
of view, it ig estimated that the new line will
result in additional charges of £310,000 per
year. 8ir Harold Clapp recommends in his
report that such charges should be met by
the Commonwealth for a period of years.

So we find that the £100,000 interest in
connectton with the 3ft. Gin. lines, which
would be out-moded by the 4ft. 8%in. gauge,
and the additional charges of £310,000 out-
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lined by Sir Harold Clapp, make a total of
£410,000 which must be earned by the, rail-
ways. Can we visvalise that revenue being
obfained? According to the report in “The
West Australian,” it is proposed to eliminate
the Merredin-Coolgardie section of the 3ft.
Gin. gauge. One of the main arguments
used for the extemsion of the 4ft. 8ltin.
gauge is that it would obviate the cost of
{ransfer of goods and passengers at Kal-
goorlie. Yet Sir Harold’s report calmly pro-
poses that all goods on our Goldfields markets
away from the new route will have to bear
the cost of transhipment of freights from our
railways to the broad gauge. Or is it the in-
tention to make a present of the whole of
our Goldfields markets to the Eastern States
by handicapping our local primary pro-
ducers?

For the five years from 1939 to 1943 our
accumulated railway deficit was £953,827 and
I noticed in the Press a day or two ago
that last month’s deficit approached £500,000.
So far the only alternative the railway
officials have to offer against rising costs is
to inerease freights and fares which, if per-
mitted, will mean that all who reside out-
side the metropolitan area will have to bear
the additional burden. In view of the ever-
increasing deficit on our railways, one won-
ders whether eountry residents and indus-
iries ean stand added costs. As the figures
I have quoted show, it is practically impos-
sible for additional revenue to be gathered

to meet the £410,000 which T have men-
" tioned. Are we justified in making the posi-
tion of our railways more difficult by ent-
ting off the Goldfields from our established
railway system and increasing the interest
bill on a concern thai has this defleit of
over £1,000,0007 In asking for the ap-
pointment of a Seleet Committee I want, in
effect, an honorary works eommittee to do
the job which the Commonwealth Govern-
ment pays its members to do. The second-
portion of my motion reads as follows:—

If such construction is warranted, what
route shonld this State recommend to the Com-
monwealth Government so as best to make use
of the development value of the line and im-

prove transport facilities and minimise traffic
congestion?

1f, after making full inquiries, the Selech
Committee finds that such construction is
warranted, what route should be recom-
mended? I bave already referred to thaz
Merredin-Yorkrakine section, and in “The
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West Australian” there appeared the fol-
lowing paragraph:—

The possibility of laying an entirely new
line from Kalgoorlie to Fremantle following
a route which would run threugh Corrigin,
Brookton and Armadale has been discussed.
'This plan was rejected on the ground that the
benefits it would eonfer would not jutsify
the eost, in the first place, and, secondly, that
it waa inimical to the objective of standardis-
ing the whole of the railways of Western
Australia.

[Resolved: That motions be continued.]

Hon. G. B. Wood: What would it cost
to standardisc all the railways?

Hon, A. THOMSON: I think it would
cost about £77,000,000 in Western Australin
alone, but that is a shot in the dark, as
there is no definite information available.
That is a matter into which the Select Com-
mittee could inquire closely. I have guoted
the paragraph which set out that the plan was
rejected on the ground that the benefits it
would confer would not justify the cost. The
people interested in that route, and the
public generally, should know on what
grounds it was rejected, and whether it was
ever seriously considered as an alternative.
I do not for one moment say that I have
more knowledge than the engineers, but I do
say that they are not infallible. Hon. P.
Collier, when Premier, stated in the House
on ong oceasion that Western Australia was
dotted with blunders that had been made by
engineers, and I am sure we could point out
a number of them,

I will nuote one ease in which I was in-
terested long before I became s member of
Parliament. In 1912 I was chairman of the
Katanning Road Board, and a member of
the Great Southern Inter-Ditriet Confer-
ence, which had for its members all local
governing hodies from Albany fo beyond
Wagin. Hen. W. D. Johnson was then Min-
ister for Works and his engineers had
drawn plans for extending the deep water
jetty at Albany. When we found that no
provision was made for the bulk handling
of wheat or facilities for handling our ex-
port produets, we protested strongly. I ar-
ranged, through the then member for the
district Mr. A. E. Piesse, for the Minister
to visit Katanning. Every loeal authority
represented on the Great Southern associa-
tion hed its delegate present, and the hall at
Katanning was crowded.
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We pointed out that, as no provision had
been made for bulk handling and export
facilities, we considered the scheme should
be altered to make provision for the reclama-
tion of an area with the aid of a dredgt
and the construetion of piers for economieal
handling. We urged that the £65,000 ex-
pended in this manmer would he of greater
value than in the provision of a timber jetty.
The Minister said, almost sneeringly, that it
was a piece of gross impertinence for a body
of laymen to set up their opinion against
that of an engineer. That jetty was built, and
the dredged sand was taken out into King
George’s Sound where is was dumped, but it
silted in and spoiled, to a great extent, the
attractions of Middieton Beach. Years later,
when the Bruce-Page Government—looking
shead in transport problems—appointed Sir
George Buchanan to report on the harbours
of Australia, he confirmed the view of the
ignorant eockies by recommending a scheme
similar to the one they had advocated.

As [ have said, even Sir Harold Clapp i3
not infallible. It is now proved that he
went entirely on information supplied to
him by those interested in Western Austra-
lia, and accepted their recommendations as
dealing with the only possible route. This is
definitely proved by the report which I have
already quoted, showing that he is now, for
the first time—after having recommended a
ronte—exploring, with engineers, and exam-
ining a route which he had already
recommended as the only one. In 1926,
Mr. Stileman, then Engineer-in-Chief of
this State, submitted a report to the
Government for a comprehensive rail-
way scheme. In it he mentioned a
line from Fremantle to Brookiton and
Corrigin, thence to Kondinin, * He sug-
gested that if go right through to Esper-
anee, but I am dealing with this seetion
enly. He stated that the scction I have men-
tioned, with a grade of one in 80, had no
engineering Jifficulties, and as it repre-
sented about half the distance to Kalgoor-
lie, T feel that this House is justified in ask-
ing for the comparative eosts, as against
those applying te the route now recom-
mended.

Again to quote “The West Australian,”
there is no basic argument in favour of
unification of gaunges in Western Australia,
other than that of defence. I disagree en-
tirely with the Premier, Hon. F. J. 5. Wise,
when he said, at the Premiers’ Conference,

571

that there is no route aliternative to the one
that apparently the Government has decided
upon. In the considered opinion of many
people, this southern route has many advan-
tages. From a State point of view it would
develop an area that today is lacking trans-
port facilities. It wounld increase production
and would carry more and provide for a
greater population, and would bring Coliie
coal and oil supplies much nearer. We know
that many thousands of pounds have heen
spent by the Commonwealth Government in
erecting refineries in which it was proposed
to produce power aleohol from wheat. Un-
fortunately, in view of that large expendi-
ture of money, we suffered a drought, and
now, instead of a surplus of wheat, we are
faced with a shortage.

By constructing the line along the roufe I
have mentioned, we would eertainly bring it
closer to our coal, and the oil supplies would
be closer and more readily available than
they are at present. It would provide a
new customer for the Government’s compre-
hensive water scheme, on which it is pro-
posed to spend £9,000,000, By the provision
of a third rail on the Brookton-Fremantle
section it would reduce all traffic below
Brookton, on the Greai Southern and branch
lines, by 45 miles of rail freight and pas-
senger tates. This annual saving would be
of great advantage to -our export trade, as
well as to our country residents. Also,
judging by Mr. Siileman’s recommendation
made in 1926, the cost of this route must
be very much less than for work along the
route recommended by Sir Harold Clapp.

From a purely defence point of view its
strategic value would be far greater than
that of the Clapp route, for, while it would
link up with the seaboard at Fremantle; it
would also offer for future defence the pos-
sibility of a link-up with Albany, by starting
at about Kondinin and running southwards,
crossing all the branch lines extending east-
ward from the Great Southern, all of which
would act as feeders to the 4ft. 8%%4in. gauge.
Albany, from its geographieal position, must
be considered as a defence base. This pos-
sible futnre extension ecould eliminate the
Lake Grace-Hyden line, the present 3ft. 6in.
gauge line, and give those areas more direct
access to the seaboard. We have & route
estimated to eost £9,000,000, and we have
people in the Yorkrakine area, who are dis-
satisfied at being left ount of the scheme
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through the previcusly accepted ronte not
being contemplated, and we have many who
hold that the southern or Stileman route
ghould be considered. I think a Select Com-
mittee such as I am asking for should he
able to assist Parliament very materially in
deciding which route should be recom-
mended.

Y should like members to consider where
we are heading without first making sure of
wur ground. On the 3lst August, 1945
the A.LP. unanimously endorsed the pro-
posal. That organisation might have more
information thar is in our possession, and we
are justified in asking what the work is
going to cost. Sir Harold Clapp, in a Press

statement, said—

The work of standardisation has really
begun in Western Australia, and as the firat
stage of actual construction is aleo likely to
begin in the West, it iz probable that to this
State will belong the honour of really start-
ing the job which is so vital to the future of
the Commonwealth,

Sir Harold was further reported to have
said—

The running of the standard gauge line to

North Fremantle only would he adequate for
shipping requirements, and even passenger
convenicnece would be made satisfactory by
the simple process of berthing the overseas
passenger liners at North Quay. At the same
time he emphasised that there was nothing
final about the proposal. The running of the
standard gauge line from Bassendean to North
Fremantle did not preclude the construction
of another line along the surveyed route
‘through Victoria Park, Bouth Perth and acroas
the Canning River,
‘Though a survey is I'kely to be started, the
only information we have is contained in the
statements made by Sir Harold Clapp as
reported in “The West ‘Australian.” 1 am
pleased to learn that, in Sir Harold’s opinion,
it would be possible to deviate the route to
the south side of the river. Even at this
late hour, apparently, it is possible that a
portion at any rate of Mr. Stileman’s scheme
will be adopted. However, the Press reports
are all we have to gunide us. I do not know
whether Ministers have a copy of Sir Harold
Clapp's report, but so far as I am aware,
there is none in the House, and it is only
£air that every member should have a copy
of it.

Let me now show the bait that is heing
offered by Sir Hareld on behalf of the Com-
monwealth Government. Aecording to a re-
port in “The West Australian” of the 15th
-June last—
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The building of the Kalgoorlie-Fremantle
standard gavuge line ala¢ involves the com-
struetion of 23 locomotives, 40 passenger cars
and vans and 250 goods and other freight
waggons. The cost of these-—£1,047,500—is
included in the £9,000,000 estimate, and the
major portion of the money would be spent
within the State.

That is the bait.

It is anticipated that most of the loco

motives and rolling stoek would be con-
structed at Midland Junetion. It is perhaps
significant that Sir Harold Clapp, in his re-
port, considers that this amount of £1,047,500
should bs paid by the State and not charged
to standardisation costs.
Str Harold believes in standardisation. He
holds out the bait that all these locomotives
and rollingstock will be construeted at Mid-
land Junection. I wish to emphasise that,
whichever route is decided upon, these loco-
motives and rollingstock will be required,
but we have no guarantee that they will be
constructed in Western Australia.

Hon. H. Tuckey: On what anthority did
be make that statement?

Hon. A. THOMSOX: I cannot say, but
that is the bait held out. Sir Hareld is not
altogether consistent because, at a publie
dinner in Melbourne, he said—

Mass produetion, no deubt, is in the minds

of engineersa.
He was indicating how, by mass production,
trains like the Spirit of Progress, of which
he i3 s0 proud, would be made possible, but
we in Western Australia have to realise that
the whole of the State of Victoria could he
put into the lower part of this State. Lines
branch out from the Great Southern railway
to serve outlying districts, and while the
Spirit of Progress might be very satisfactory
for a State like Vietoria, with its large and
concentrated population, we should be lock-
ing a long way ahead if we anticipated
having trains of that sort all over Western
Australia. Sir Harold, in my opinign, was
inconsistent in that he beld out the bait that
if we provided £1,047,500 for the required
rollingstock, the work would be done here.
If we provided the money, doubtless it would
be spent as we thought fit. But he goes on to
say that the engineers have mass produrlion
in mind, and [ doubt whether we in Western
Australia would be able to produee locomo-
tives and rollingstock as cheaply as they
could he turned out in New South Wales
where the stecl and the coal are at hand.
New South Wales would have a definite ad-
vantage in that respeet.
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In asking for the appointment of a Seleet
Committee, I have no axe to grind. I have
only one desire and that is to conserve the
best interests of the State which has done
so much for me. At the risk of being termed
a miserable little Australian, I consider that
charity should begin at home, and I do not
wish the future taxpayers of this State to
be burdened by having to bear interest
charges on the construction of a line that
cannot pay its way from the start. Every
person in Western Australia is paying taxa-
tion for blunders of the past. Millions of
money have been lost through rushing into
schemes without proper eonsideration, which
has meant a burden to the worker as well
as to the alleged capitalist. If, on full in-
quiry, the evidence produced proves that
the immediate construction of the railway is
not necessary, or that an alternate route
is worthy of consideration, I will feel that
I have rendered a service to my country.
1f I am proved to have been wrong, I shall
still have the knowledge that T was honest
in my endeavour to serve the people I rep-
resent. ’

There are, 1 consider, projects of more
vital importance to the development of this
State than the immediate construction of a
standard gauge line from Kalgoorlie to Fre-
mantle. On the evidence that could be pro-
duced to a Select Committee, it might be
shown that the alternate route is preferable.
It was Mr. Stileman who first suggested that
route, and, speaking as a layman, I consider
that the southern route should be adopted and
that the line could be constructed on that
route at mnch less cost than the other while
meeling the requirements of Perth and Fre-
mantle, shortening the distance for Great
Southern towns and providing transport
facilities for areas that today lack them. If
we could inerease the preductive eapacity
of part of the State by diverting the route
of this line, it would be in onr interests to
do so.

1 commend the motion to the careful con-
sideration of members and trast that there
will not be any undue delay in dealing
with it. Events are moving fast. Seem-
ingly the Government is prepared to hand
over the administration of our railways to
the Commonweslth Government, judging by
the way it is-endeavouring fo stampede us
into acquiescence of this work. Let me quote
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again from “The West Australian” of the
7th September as follows:—

The Federal Cabinet today approved the reso-
lutions of the recent Premiers’ Conference on
standardisation of railway gauges. The Cab-
inet also adopted the following recommenda-
tions by the Minister for Transport (Mr.
Ward) :—

(1) That a commitiee comprising the
Ministers fer Transport, Defence and Post-
‘War Reconstruction and the State Trans-
port Ministers consider what sections of
the recommendations in 8ir Harold
Clapp’s report should he accepted and
what additions or modifications ghould be
made, and consider and report on any
matters relevant or incidental to the re-
port.

(3) A committee comprising the Prime
Minister and Messrs. Ward, Beasley and
Dedman and State Treasurers should re-
port on the division of financial commit-
ments for standardisation and new line
construction,

{4) Mr. Ward should be authorised to
appeint a director general of standardisa-
tion, a director of mechanical engineering
and a director of civil engineering, with
stafis.

The Prime Minister {Mr. Chifley) said today
that approval had been given to costs of pre-
paratory work being borne initially by the
Commonwealth, subject to adjustment when the
basis of the allocation of costs was determined
between Commonwealth and States.

To me it is plain that we in Western Aus-
tralia are being stampeded into this project
without having opportunity to give it due
consideration, and this House should insist
upon the appointment of a Seleet Committee
so that expert evidence might be collected
with a view to ascertaining whether the tak-
ing of this step would be in the bekt in-
terests of this State.

On motion by the Chief Secretary, debate

adjourned.

BILL—SUPREME COURT ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 2).

Introduced by Hon. H. S. W. Parker and
read a first time.

House adjourned at 6.2 p.m.



